
22 February 2018 Term 1:  Week 5 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 
Dear Parents and Friends, 

Thank you to the Parents and Friends who were able to join us for the Parent Information Night last week 
and the Community Association Meeting this week. Your time and commitment is much appreciated. There 
were a number of initiatives discussed that will be sent home to all parents next week in the minutes. One 
initiative that is fast approaching though is our School Disco.  

School Disco 

We look forward to parents, friends and most importantly students joining us for our first disco for the year. 
The disco is a great opportunity to meet and mingle with students from across the school on a LED dance 
floor.  This disco will be held on Thursday 22nd March from 5:30 to 7pm and light refreshments will be 
provided. A sheet asking for parent helpers for thirty minutes to sell these refreshments will be distributed 
next week.  

Building Works 

Next week during school hours there will be a number of building works conducted as we continue to 
enhance our facilities as part of our masterplan. This will see the prep and year one courtyard fenced off as 
we build a roof structure. This will mean prep and year one students will enter their classrooms through the 
middle set of stairs over the construction time. The front of the school office will also be painted over 
Thursday and Friday. This will mean limited access to the office during school hours due to scaffolding being 
in place. As always if you have any questions or concerns please let me know.  

Prep Enrolments 

We are now taking applications for enrolments from all our school families and the wider community for 
Prep 2019. A child born from 1st July 2013 to 30th June, 2014 will be eligible for the Prep 2019. Preference 
for enrolment will be given to siblings of children already attending St Mary of the Cross school provided 
that enrolment procedures are completed. 

Drop Off and Pick Up Reminder 

I would like to thank and commend families as the majority are dropping off and picking up safely and 
showing patience and tolerance. I would like to remind families using our drop off/pick up zones and nearby 
streets, to adhere to road rules and signage throughout these areas. The main message is one of safety, not 
convenience, and in these matters your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Please note that if children are 
not confident enough to enter or leave the car without the driver/passenger’s assistance then those 
families are encouraged to park and walk into the school. This will be important next week as we will have 
builders and a crane at the end of the week for the early years roof construction.  

Camp 

We wish all our senior students all the best next as they embark on camp at Mapleton across Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. Camp is an important part of the school curriculum as the students are involved in 
outdoor education activities that include, canoeing, orienteering and archery. It is also important to be 
challenged and continue to develop the skills of resilience, persistence and getting along. I also thank the 
staff for giving up time away from their families for this wonderful opportunity. I look forward to joining 
them next week to show of my archery prowess and hopefully staying in the boat this year.  

Sport 

A big thank you to Daniel Merrett from the Brisbane Lions who took our students in sport through catching, 
kicking and evasive drills. All the kids learnt a lot especially the importance of practice. We look forward to 
Dan coming back to see the kids improvement after practicing in class and lunchtime. Congratulations to 
Miss Emma Tickner who features on the Brisbane Catholic Education public site for her sporting prowess. 
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx 

School Guidance Counsellor 

This week we welcome back Mrs Carley Hearne, Guidance Counsellor, who has returned from maternity 
leave. Our Guidance Counsellor works as part of our student support team to assist students with learning, 
and also provides individual counselling to students. Counselling is confidential and only provided after 
parents/guardians give their written consent. Mrs Carley is listed as one of our student protection contacts 
(in addition to Mr Beacroft and Mr Estreich), meaning our wonderful students are encouraged to speak to 
her if they are feeling unsafe.  

In 2018, Mrs Carley is available at STMOC on Fridays. If you have a concern about your child at school, 
please speak to your child's teacher as the first point of contact. For private matters, parents can contact 
Carley directly by phoning the school on a Friday or by emailing her on chearne@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

Regards, 

Matthew Beacroft - Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

During last week’s Ash Wednesday liturgy, students were reminded that Lent was a time to 
strengthen their relationship with God and others. Students were given an insight into the 
meaning of Lent through symbols and story. We also highlighted the importance of prayer 
and how the giving of ourselves through right actions can help others.  

Fr Jose reminded me during the week that LENT is a time to be SILENT so that we can 
LISTEN to the Word of God and to our own hearts. Finding time and space for reflection 
and prayer is important in the busyness of our day. “We are also invited during Lent to lend 
and ear and lend a hand – that is to listen to the voice of God and cry of the people which 
demands lending of our hands to those in need.” 

In Nepal, a Caritas Australia supported program has helped Janaki turn her life of poverty 
and disadvantage around. She is now running her own successful sewing business and has 
become a role model in her community. 

Donations to Project Compassion 2018 can empower vulnerable young people like Janaki in 
Nepal to build a future for themselves, their families and communities. Please continue to 
support Project Compassion through your donations. 

Parish Announcement 

Over the weekend Fr Jose announced that his ministry as Parish Priest 
would finish on Sunday 8th April. This decision was made through 
discussions and consultation with Archbishop Mark Coleridge and with Fr 
Jose’s Superior in India. We are sad that Fr Jose will be finishing his time 
with us. Fr Jose has brought us a real message of JOY. His passion and 
inspiration will be missed particularly by our students and staff. We will 
formally farewell Fr Jose at school on a day to be confirmed soon. We are 
grateful for having had the opportunity to celebrate with Fr Jose over the past four years 
and look forward to hearing of his future mission. 

Sacramental Program 2018 

As defined by the Brisbane Archdiocese, the Sacramental Program is a 
three-year program, and each child may prepare and receive one 
Sacrament per year. This year, we will celebrate three Sacraments in our 
Parish, Confirmation, First Holy Communion and Reconciliation. 

We will be holding the Parents Information Session for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on Tuesday 20th March 2018 at 6:00pm at Holy Cross 
Church. Please check the Church notice board for further details on the other Sacraments. 

This year, we will be introducing an online registration for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
To register, please follow the link below or scan the QR code with your mobile phone. 
However, the Family Law Matters form needs to be signed and returned separately. Further 
details will be available at the information session. 

https://fs26.formsite.com/ghXTJo/form1/index.html 

However, if you do not have the facility for online registration, please contact the Parish 
Office. 

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

$5  
includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

Every FRIDAY 
Payment can be made to 
the school office via cash 

or EFTPOS.  
*For your convenience 

you are welcome to pay 
a couple of weeks  in 

advance or for a Term. 

School Banking  
is now on a 

MONDAY 

We are collecting 
padlocks with keys for 

an art piece. 

STMOC Sunscreen of 
choice. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion/weekly-stories/week-1-janaki
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

When asked what they would want for their child, most parents would choose talent over 
persistence, BUT talent is purely potential. They need more than this to achieve sustained 
excellence in anything they do. It is the character traits of hard work combined with their ability 
to stick at a task and see it through that makes all the difference.  Michael Grose, child 
psychologist, offers some thoughts on this matter. 

Character matters 

Cognitive skills by themselves aren’t enough for children to succeed over the long journey. Many 
recent studies (most notably the work of US-based Angela Duckworth) have found that character 
not cognitive ability is the single most reliable determinant of how a person’s life will turn out. 
These traits include the inclination to persist at a boring task (grit); the ability to delay 
gratification (self-control) and the tendency to follow through with a plan (conscientiousness), 
which are invaluable traits at school, in the workplace and in life in general.   

Character is forged under difficulty.  The key character traits of grit, self-control and 
conscientiousness are forged under hardship and duress. This makes our current propensity to 
over protect and over indulge children problematic.  When children continually experience easy 
success we set them up for failure because when they finally face up to difficult situations many 
lack the capacity to push through the tough times.  Encouraging children to step out of their 
comfort zones and take learning and social risks is one of the great challenges for modern 
parents. It’s critical that we challenge children and young people to attempt activities where 
failure is a significant option.  Overcoming setbacks and pushing through difficulties are how 
character is formed. 

Character is malleable 

The good news is that character, like intelligence, is malleable. It’s not fixed. It’s important to 
establish in your own mind as a parent and also in children’s minds that character traits such as 
grit, self-control and conscientiousness can be developed.  To this end it’s important then that 
parents steer clear of using absolute language to label behaviour and views traits and abilities as 
fixed. Comments such as “You’re no good at math” become a rule that young people learn to 
live by and become default thinking that’s hard to budge.  Make grit part of a family’s ‘brand’ – if 
parents are continually growing, then so will children.  Parents can focus on character in 
conversations. They can share experiences where character paid off for them in their lives. They 
can discuss how character contributes to excellence and success in every day lives including at 
work, at school and in the sporting field. Character and its many components can become part of 
the family narrative regardless of the age of children. 

Families develop their own language around what’s important to them and that needs to include 
character if the parents want to foster excellence. Continuous messaging of terms and phrases 
such as ‘hang tough’ and ‘hard yakka’ help weave character traits into the family DNA.  Parents 
should reflect on the language and terms they already use and build key phrases and terms 
around the following key character strengths: grit, self-control, conscientiousness, enthusiasm, 
social intelligence, gratitude, optimism, and curiosity 

Character becomes the default mechanism 

Habit and character go hand in hand. Conscientious young people don’t go around consciously 
deciding that they’ve got to delay the fun stuff until they’ve done their work. They’ve just made 
it their default mechanism to stick at their task, or delay gratification, or jump into a task with 
enthusiasm.  Conscientiousness doesn’t always serve a young person well. They can sometimes 
place full focus on menial or unimportant tasks when a smarter option may be to cruise and save 
energy for the important times such as exams. That’s where parental guidance plays a part. 
However, in the long run conscientiousness serves a young person well when it’s their default 
because when the stakes are high they will automatically make the right choice. In fact, it will be 
the only option when excellence really matters. 

Mary MacKillop would say: “Do not get discouraged, be patient.” 

Have a great week, developing the character traits of your family’s ‘brand’.   

God bless 

Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

FEBRUARY 

5th Adhiraj 

6th Ayden & Prince 

14th Oliver V 

28th Manuela 

COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

We are collecting Coles dockets 
for the ‘Sports for Schools’ 
program.   

There is a collection box at the 
school office or if you shop 
locally at Coles Lutwyche, the 
store has a box with our school 
name on it. 

Encourage your friends, 
relatives, neighbours or the 
person in front of you in the 
grocery line to collect on our 
behalf.   

The more dockets means more 
sporting resources for our 
students. 



07 3857 4803   |   pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030   |   PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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NEWS from the Library  

NOTICE from Brisbane Catholic Education  

Catholic secondary college planned for Fitzgibbon 

Brisbane Catholic Education has purchased a property on Beams Rd at Fitzgibbon on which it will open a co-educational 
Catholic secondary college. It is anticipated that the new college may open in 2022, though this is subject to change as it 
depends upon a range of factors such as projected demand, government approvals and capital funding.  

The new college is required to meet the increase in student numbers throughout the northern suburbs and will be the only co-
educational Catholic college in the region (the closest existing co-educational colleges being at Mitchelton and Mango Hill). It 
will allow children currently attending Catholic primary schools to continue their education in a local, high-quality secondary 
college. When an opening date is finalised, we will advise all parents of this and of the enrolment application procedure to 
secure a place in the new college.  

Priority will be given to students of local Catholic primary schools.  

NATIONAL APOLOGY TO THE STOLEN GENERATIONS 

Last Tuesday 13th February Australia commemorated the tenth anniversary of the Apology to the Stolen Generations.  In the 
library, we took a moment to reflect on this day to acknowledge the past and consider the ongoing ramifications for many 
Australians. We are fortunate to possess many Indigenous books and artefacts in our library.  One book which I highly 
recommend to our parents and older students, ‘Is that you, Ruthie?’ is written by Aunty Ruth Hegarty, an Aboriginal Elder and 
loyal supporter of our school and students. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 

What fun we’ve had in the library, sharing in the enthusiasm of our students, as they make connections between our beautiful 
picture books and their own experiences.  Some of the picture books we’ve shared over the past three weeks include: Tough 
Boris, Daisy all-sorts, Niko draws a feeling, Wolfie: an unlikely hero and The great Kapok tree.  Next week, we will shift our 
focus to MAKING PREDICTIONS.  These strategies form part of our school-wide reading comprehension program. 

YOU ARE WELCOME 

Thank you to parents who have dropped in to our library for a visit on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings before school.  You 
are very welcome to come in, browse and borrow from 8:15am.  

Happy reading! 

Ms Nena Morgante 
Teacher Librarian 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM

